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Dear Colleagues, 
 
As minority chair of the House Children & Youth Committee, I want to keep you in the loop 
regarding the work of the committee. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me or my staff if we 
can be of assistance.  

FYI (for members and staff only) - The House Children & Youth Committee’s SharePoint site is 
frequently updated with helpful information regarding the committee. On the SharePoint site one 
can view: bill analyses, testimony from informational meetings and hearings, documents related 
to voting meetings, letters of support and opposition to legislation, and all past Children & Youth 
monthly newsletters. In addition, check out the ‘News’ section of the SharePoint site that 
includes interesting articles relating to the work of the committee.  

  
 

COMMITTEE NEWS RECAP 
 

 

 
 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ


 
March 9, 2022 DHS Budget Hearing  

 
The House Appropriations Committee held budget hearings with various state agencies to 
discuss the Governor’s proposed budget for 2022-2023. 
 
These budget hearings provided an opportunity to question the administration’s staff, including 
Secretaries and Deputy Secretaries. As minority chair of the Children & Youth Committee I was 
afforded an opportunity to participate. 
 
On Wednesday, March 9 at the budget hearing with the Department of Human Services, I asked 
questions on several important topics, including childcare funding, trauma informed care, and 
the decentralized system of our county children and youth agencies, subjects I have focused on 
in my committee work.   
 
While one of my responsibilities is to ensure responsible use of our taxpayer dollars, I know that 
we must provide our younger citizens with high quality childcare and assure that providers of 
childcare have the ability to recruit and retain qualified staff.   
 
I was encouraged to find out that staff in the Office of Children, Youth and Families have taken 
trauma-informed training and that the department is working with the provider community to 
include trauma informed training in provider contracts. 
 
Watch and listen as I ask my questions to Meg Snead, Acting Secretary, Gloria Gillian, Fiscal 
Management Director, and Jon Rubin, Deputy Secretary, Department of Human Services, in the 
video below. 
 

 
 

 
 

March 18, 2022 Introduction of Child Trust Fund Legislation- HB 2437 
 

I had the privilege of introducing bi-partisan legislation with majority chair, Rep. Sheryl Delozier, 
HB 2437. This legislation would make it easy for Pennsylvania residents to support efforts to 
fight child abuse.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNFwvJZ06Y0


 
The bill would allow individuals renewing vehicle registrations or a driver’s license to include an 
optional $5 donation to the Children’s Trust Fund, which awards grants to community-based 
programs to prevent child abuse and neglect. 
 
More than 3 million children per year are abused or neglected in the United States, and it’s been 
estimated that 1 in 1,000 children in Pennsylvania are abused or neglected. This legislation 
would provide a convenient option for Pennsylvania residents to support important work being 
done to prevent abuse and neglect. 
 
Funding for the Children’s Trust Fund is currently generated by a $10 surcharge on all 
applications for marriage licenses and divorce complaints, and donations may also be made on 
state tax returns. The fund has seen a decline in funding through marriage licenses and divorce 
complaint applications in the past 10 years. 
 
Child abuse and its devastating and long-lasting effects are among the issues we have focused 
on in the House Children & Youth Committee. It is vital that we do everything we can to protect 
our youngest citizens and ensure they have an opportunity to grow up in a safe and nurturing 
environment. 
 
I am pleased that there is bipartisan support for this bill with 25 co-sponsors. Click here to view 
the co-sponsorship memo.  
 

  
 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month– April  
  

 

 
April is child abuse prevention month- a reminder that everyone should know the signs of child 
abuse, how to prevent it and stop it. National Child Abuse Prevention Month recognizes the 
importance of families and communities working together to strengthen families to prevent child 
abuse and neglect. Through this collaboration, prevention services and supports help protect 
children and produce thriving families. 
 
If you suspect child abuse, contact ChildLine immediately at 1-800-932-0313. Below are a few 
resources that are available to help protect our kids:  
 

 
 

https://www.pa-ctf.org/
https://legis-pahofr.msappproxy.net/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2437


• www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Resources  
 

• www.preventchildabusepa.org 
 

• www.childhelphotline.org  
 

  

POLICY POINT 
 

 
  

  

  

  

BILLS & RESOLUTIONS CURRENTLY IN THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

H.B. 193: COVID-19 Childcare Assistance – Rep. Liz Hanbidge 
  
H.B. 194: COVID-19 Childcare Assistance – Rep. Liz Hanbidge 
  
H.B. 369: COVID-19: Support for Frontline Workers – Rep. Austin Davis 
  
H.B. 628: Student Loan Forgiveness for Child Welfare Workers – Rep. Tarah Toohil 
 
H.B. 631: Keys to Independence for Foster Youth Age 16-21 – Rep. Tarah Toohil 

 
 

https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Resources/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.preventchildabusepa.org/?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=%26nbsp%3b&utm_campaign=PA+House+Children+and+Youth+Committee+Update++
http://www.childhelphotline.org/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=193
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=194
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=369
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=628
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=631


 
H.B. 1155: Exempts public preschool recreation programs from the requirement to be 
certified by the Department of Human Services as child care facilities by specifically 
excluding such programs from the definition of child day care center. – Rep. Barry 
Jozwiak 
  
H.B. 1687: Autism Screening for Children Aged 18 Months to 4 Years  – Rep. Brian 
Smith 
  
H.B. 1731: Establishes the Pennsylvania Advisory Committee on Greater Father 
Involvement   – Rep. Lori A. Mizgorski 
  
H.B. 1769: Adding Nurses to County Children & Youth Agency Staff – Rep. Karen 
Boback 
  
HB 1843: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. 
Christopher B. Quinn  
  
HB 1844: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. Craig T. 
Staats  
  
HB 1845: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. Craig T. 
Staats 
  
HB 1863: Updating Definition in Child Protective Services Law - Rep. Sheryl M. Delozier  
  
HB 1866: Helping Older Foster Youth Find Permanency- Rep. Karen Boback 
 
HB 2174: Revisiting Entry into ARD as Basis for Founded Child Abuse Report- Rep. 
Abby Major 
 
HB 2213 Limitation of Liability for Social Services Providers - Rep. Kate A. Klunk   
 
HB 2214 Making Indemnification Language Unenforceable in Governmental Contracts 
with Private Children and Youth Social Service Agencies and Children Residential 
Services – Rep. Kate A. Klunk 
 
HB 2381 Family Finding and Kinship Care Practices – Rep. Milou Mackenzie 
 
HB 2383 Multidisciplinary Medical Team for Child Abuse Investigations – Rep. Ryan 
Warner  
 
HB 2400 Keystone STARS – Rep. Thomas L. Mehaffie III  
 
HB 2426 Resource (Foster) Family Legislation – Rep. David S. Hickernell  
 
H.R. 126: Recognizing the Impact of Childhood Emotional Abuse – Rep. Brian Kirkland 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1155
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1155
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1155
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1687
https://legis-pahofr.msappproxy.net/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1731
https://legis-pahofr.msappproxy.net/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1731
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1769
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1843
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1844
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1845
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1863
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1866
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2174
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2213
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&body=H&type=B&bn=2214
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&body=H&type=B&bn=2214
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&body=H&type=B&bn=2214
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2381
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2383
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2400
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2426
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0126


H.R. 133: Recognizing the Harmful Effects of Adverse Childhood Experiences  – Rep. 

Stephen  Kinsey 

 

 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

 

 
  
Each month, I spotlight members of the Children & Youth Committee so you can get to know 
them better. This month we chatted with State Rep. Gina H. Curry – D, Delaware.  
 
State Representative Gina H. Curry was elected in a November 2021 special election to 
represent the 164th Legislative District in Delaware County. 
 
Gina is an educator with more than 20 years of experience working with youth and families and 
is an advocate for equitable funding for education, economic development, and the need for 
affordable and safe housing.  
 
Prior to being elected state representative, Gina worked as a Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion/Racial Equity consultant and trainer, as a small business owner of Coach Your Vision 
LLC, and diligently served in many community-based roles including serving as vice president of 
the Upper Darby School Board, where she was first elected in 2017 and re-elected in 2019.  
 
She also has experience in the behavioral health field as a clinical supervisor, behavioral 
specialist and therapeutic consultant to children and families. In this field, she interfaced with the 
Department of Human Services to help provide necessary services for children and families 
most in need and saw how the effects of trauma had a lasting impact on these families.   
 
Gina brings to Harrisburg a strong understanding of community needs, fairness and grassroots 
advocacy in education and real estate/housing, which will help her fight for equity for all 
Pennsylvanians. During this session, she would like to see a focus on providing funding for early 
childhood education, in particular the need to provide higher wages for early education workers 
to reduce turnover in the field. “Stability in early childhood education is essential for the 
youngest citizens of our Commonwealth, our future”.    
 
Gina enjoys supporting and mentoring youth and young professionals in leadership skills 
development, volunteerism, and civic engagement. Her youth advocacy began by being a mom 
with three children with her engagement with the Home and School Association at the 
Kindergarten Center and at Highland Park Elementary School. She also was committed to 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0133


working as a local Girl Scout Troop leader for years, encouraging leadership development in 
elementary and middle school-age girls. 
 
She received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Criminal Justice with a concentration in 
Sociology from Saint Joseph’s University. 
 
She lives with her husband and with her three children in the Upper Darby area. 
 
 

  

HAVE A QUESTION? 
 

 

If you have questions or would like to share ideas for the Children & Youth Committee, email 
our Committee Executive Director Camila Horst at chorst@pahouse.net  
 
 
Yours truly, 
  

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:chorst@pahouse.net

